Blackboard

Blogs

Blogs consist of two elements:

e Blog entries: Text, images, links, multimedia, social media, and attachments added by course members.
e Comments: Remarks or responses to blog entries made by other course members, including the instructor.

You can allow students to participate in blogs in three ways:

e Course blogs: You can create a course blog and choose the topic. All course members can add blog entries and comment
on blog entries.

e Individual blogs: Students can add entries only to their own blogs. All other course members can view and add comments
toit.

e Group blogs: If you enable the blogs tool for a group of users, they can perform these tasks:

e Group members can add blog entries and make comments on blog entries, building upon one another.

e All course members can view group blogs, but non-group members can only add comments.

Instructors have full control over all blogs in your course. You can edit and delete entries in any of the blog types. Instructors
can also delete user comments.

Adding a Blog to a course:
1. Onceinside your course, make sure Edit Mode (upper right corner) is ‘On.’
y (upper rig ) Ecit Mode is: (L)

2. Click the ‘plus sign’ at the top of the course menu and select ‘Tool Link.’

3. Give the blog a name and choose ‘Blogs’ for the tool type. Check the box to make it Content Area
available to users and click Submit. Module Page
Blank Page
| Tool Link |
Add Tool Link
Name:  class Blog
Type: Blogs s
¥ Available to Users
Cancel Submit
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4. Once added to the course menu, click on the link to set up the blog. Create Blog
5. Click the ‘Create Blog’ button at the

top of the screen. + Name Class Blog a
Instructions
For the toolbar, press ALT+F10 (PC) or ALT+FN+F10 (Mac).
X . T T T F Paragraph * Arial T 3(izpi) 2=~ i=1(~| T\~ #~| &
6. Give the blog a name and provide ¥XDaoaQm® ===z = v — = B
instructions for students. O AT [cuae - [ <2 @ e css
Post your answers to the prompt in this blog.
BLOG AVAILABILITY
7. Make the blog available for students Blog Availability B Yes @ No
and set availability restrictions if
desired.
BLOG DATE AND TIME RESTRICTIONS
Limit Availability Display After UO
Enter dates as mmd/ddiyyyy. Time may be entered in any increment.
Display Until @
Enter dates as mmd/ddiyyyy. Time may be entered in any increment.

. . BLOG DATE AND TIME RESTRICTIONS
8. Select the type of blog participation.

Note: ‘Individual to All Students’ will enable

Limit Availability

. Display After @
eaCh student to haVe thelr own bIOg page. Enter dates as mm/dd/yyyy. Time may be entered in any increment.
‘Course’ will create one blog for the entire

Display Until @
course to share. 9

Enter dates as mm/dd/yyyy. Time may be entered in any increment.

9. Choose how to index blog entries and whether
to allow users to edit and delete entries and
comments.

BLOG PARTICIPATION

Blog Type # Individual to All Students Organization
# Allow Anonymous Comments

BLOG SETTINGS

Index Entries = Monthly

Indexing will organize entries by the chosen time-frame.
Weekly
Allow Users to Edit and Delete Entries I selected, students may

delete or edit only their
Allow Users to Delete Comments own comments or entries.
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10. Select whether or not to grade the blog and enter | rape seTTings
a point value if needed.

If @ Due Date is set, submissions are accepted after this date, but are marked late.

Optional: Adjust the ‘needs grading’ status, and Grade Blog No grading
add an associated rubric if desired. The ‘needs © Grade : Points possible: 10
grading’ status will cause the ‘needs grading’ , ,
N ¢ Show participants in "needs grading” status () after every 1 3 Entries
() Needs Grading .
symbol [ = ] to appearin the grade | buebate O]
center after a student pOStS a set number Of Enter dates as mm/dd/yyyy. Time may be entered in any increment.
entries. For example, if you want to grade the Associated Rubrics s R

blog after each student has posted three entries,
instead of after every entry, adjust the setting to ‘3. Note: If you decide to grade the blog, keep in mind that it is
graded as a ‘whole’ and not by individual entry. Please see the ‘Grading a Blog’ section in this tutorial for more details.

Delete Availability
. NAME
Creating a Blog Entry:
Class Blog
1. Navigate to the list of blogs and click one to open it.
Class Blog

2. Click the ‘Create Blog Entry’ button at the top. o Blag or Joumal ean he graved, &

3. Enter atitle and the entry message. The html editor can be used to create links,
add images, add attachments, etc.

Create Blog Entry

1. Blog Entry Information
< Title N Times Article

Entry Message

T T T T Paragraph - Aral * 3(12pt) S iEE T2 @ Qixa
¥ D0 0OaQ E=E=EE = T | T ol bl |l e 0 7
@ G B f, oMashups - T « @ @ 4 H HTHL C55

If you haven't seen it yet, be sure to check out this New York Times article - I think you'll fiind it very interesting!

Any thoughts??

4. Attach files if desired, and click Post Entry.
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. = ~
5. The new entry is added to Blog Instructions
the blog Please use this blog to post anything insteresting you would like to share < Amy Brusini (5) >
with all members of the class. £
Index
=1 April 2014(1)
NY Times Arlicle
Thursday, April 17, 2014 August 2011 (3)

June 2011 (1)
) NY Times Article
Posted by Amy Brusini af Thursday, April 17, 2014 3:06:33 FM EDT
Last Edited: Friday, April 18, 2014 2:31:53 PM EDT

If you haven't seen it yet, be sure to check out this New York Times
article - | think you'll find it very interesting!

Any thoughts??

» Comments: 2 Comment

Adding a Comment to a Blog:

students and instructors can add —
, . Thursday, May 9, 2019
comments to each other’s blog entries

and existing comments.

™ what did you think of the NYT story?

Pasted by ﬂ MARY TALALAY ot Thursday, May 9, 2019 12:54:17 PM
1. Navigate to the blog entry you

want to comment on and click | found it very apropos to our content this week. What did you think?
the ‘Comment’ button.

2. Type in the comment and click ‘Add’ when finished.

Comment

| read the NYT story, but felt that the Wall Street Journal's article was more thorough and infctrnaLivaJ

A

ab G

[ Comment on Entry as Anonymous

Cancel Add

Updated:5/10/2019; Page 4 of 9 Center for Educational Resources Contact cerweb@jhu.edu



Blackboard

Grading a Blog

Blackboard blogs can be graded. If you choose to grade a blog, Blackboard will automatically create a column with the blog’s
name in the grade center.

Note: The grading feature in the blogs tool allows you to add/edit a grade for the blog as a whole — not for each individual entry. (l.e.
Blackboard creates one column in the grade center for the blog — not multiple columns for each blog entry.) If you want to enter a
separate grade for each blog entry, you will need to manually create your own columns in the grade center.

1. Navigate to the > Delete | Availability
list of blogs and :
click on the one [ MName Type Last Modified Date Entries

to be graded. [] Course Blog Course 41714 326 P 7

2. Blog entries will be listed in the center with an index of entries on the right side of the screen.
If not already displayed, click on the indexed entry you wish to grade. Next, click the ‘All Course Members’ link above
the index to expand the list of students.

Blog Instructions » Blog Details ~
Please use this blog to post anything insteresting you would like to share < All Course Members >
with all members of the class. 22
Index
=1 April 2014(3)
MOOCs
Thursday, April 17, 2014 NYT Article Index of blog
CNN Article entries —
% MOOCs August 2011 (3) click on the
] ) June 2011 (1)
Posted by test sfudent af Thursday, April 17, 2014 3:25:03 PM EDT one to be
| saw this article about MOOCs in the Chronicle this morning - think this graded.
will be a trend?

Click to expand the list
Comment of course members.

# NYT Article
Posted by Amy Brusini af Thursday, April 17, 2014 3:06:33 FM EDT

If you haven't seen it yet, be sure to check out this New York Times
article - | think you'll fiind it very interesting!

Any thoughts??

¥ Comments: 2 Comment
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3. Once the list of students has been expanded, you’ll notice a yellow exclamation point symbol next to the names of
students who have not yet been graded. In the example below, testl_student has not been graded.

4. Click on the student’s
name to view only his/her
blog entries. Enter the
grade, any feedback to
the student (optional),
and any grading notes for
yourself (optional.) Click
Submit.

5. The grade will be automatically

entered into the Blackboard
grade center.
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All Course Members

Eal

[[] Show Members without Entries

Amy Brusini (5)

Needs Grading

test1 student (1) @ /

testZ student (1)

Blog Instructions »~ Blog Details ~
Please use this blog to post anything insteresting you would like to share < test1 student (1) () >
with all members of the class. =
411714 3:25 PMGrade
55
FEEDBACK - SHOWN TO LEARNER
% moocs
Posted by test: student af Thursday, April 17, 2014 3:25:03 FPM EDT Great article - thanks for posting the link!
| saw this article about MOOCs in the Chronicle this morning - think this
will be a trend?
o A Character count: 44 P
Comment B Add Notes
Index
Bl April 2014(1)
MOOCs
I:l I sct Mlame Eiret Mama AT AT S Conrea Blom
[] student test test1_student 5.00
[] student test2 test?_student 5.00
[] student test3 test3 student --

Center for Educational Resources

Contact cerweb@jhu.edu




Blackboard

Blog Details ~
6. From the blogs page, if you would like to go back and < test student (1) 5
view other students’ entries, click the current -~
student’s name to expand the selection. Next, select BT [F] Show Members without Entries C
another student or select ‘All Course Members’ to 35

view all posts by all students.

ndex Amy Brusini (5)

= Apri
MO

test2 student (1)

All Course Members

Grading a Group Blog

Group blogs can be graded in two ways: one grade can be given for all members of the group,

AT . ¥ Control Panel
or individual grades can be given to each member of the group. ontretan

} Content Collection
b Course Tools

1. To grade a group blog, navigate to the Control Panel > Users and Groups > Groups. b Evaluation
»

Grade Center

¥ Users and Groups

2. Click the name of the group to be graded. In this example, we’ll select Group 2. Users
] MName Group Set Enrolled Members
[l Group 1 - 2

3. Select ‘Group Blog’ from the

Group Tools box.
[l Group 2 - 2

Group Tools

File E}{change/
Group Blog

Group Discussion Board
Send Email
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4. Blog entries will be listed in the center and the grading pane will be to the right.

To give one grade for the entire group: Make sure the top of the grading pane reads ‘All Group Members.’ Fill in the
grade and feedback for students (optional) as well as any grading notes for yourself (optional). Click ‘Submit and the
grade will be automatically entered into the grade center, filled in for all group members.

This grade and
feedback will go to all
group members.

Friday, April 18, 2014
3 < All Group Members >
# Garden image
Posted by test4 student at Friday, April 18, 2014 10:17:37 AM EDT 4/18/14 10:04 AMGrade
Last Edited:Friday, April 18, 2014 10:18:09 AM EDT 5/
| wanted to share this one, the vegetable garden planted in the 1700's,
that is still producing today: FEEDBACK - SHOWN TO LEARNER

Great images from this group!

‘&v A Character count: 29 4

GRADING NOTES - PRIVATE

o ==

# Field trip

Posted b tests student at Friday, April 18, 2014 10:11:25 AM EDT Index
? e ? =1 April 2014(2)

Garden image

Our group really enjoyed the field trip. Here is one of our favorite pictures Field trip

as we toured the gardens
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To grade each group member individually: Click the ‘All
Course Members’ link above the index of entries to expand
the list of students. You’ll notice a yellow exclamation point
symbol next to the names of students who have not yet
been graded. Click on a student’s name to view only his/her
blog entries.

In this example, we have selected to view test3_student’s
entry. Fill in the grade and feedback for the student
(optional) as well as any grading notes for yourself
(optional). Click ‘Submit and the grade will be automatically
entered into the grade center, filled in for only this
particular student.

This grade and
feedback will go to
only this particular

Friday, April 12, 2014

student.
™ Field trip
Posted by tests student at Friday, April 18, 2014 10:11:25 AM EDT

Qur group really enjoyed the field trip. Here is one of our favorite pictures
as we toured the gardens:

Comment

To continue grading other students individually, again click the

current student’s name at the top of the grading pane to
expand the list of students. Select the student you wish to
grade.
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Blog Details ~
< All Group Members
Cal
4/118M [[] Show Members ywithout Entries

test3 student (1) .\;;.
FEEI

test4 student (1) ()

/5

< test3 student (1) () >

4/18/14 10:04 AMGrade

5/

FEEDBACK - SHOWN TO LEARNER

Glad to hear you enjoyed the garden tour so much.
This is a great shot!

= A Character count: 71 P

GRADING NOTES - PRIVATE

£ test3 student (1)
Cal

AM8M D Show Members without Entries

e testd student (1) ()
3 Apri
Fielc Al Group Members

Contact cerweb@jhu.edu



	Blogs
	Blogs consist of two elements:
	Adding a Blog to a course:
	Creating a Blog Entry:
	Adding a Comment to a Blog:
	Grading a Blog
	Grading a Group Blog


